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Land Management Roundtable: 
Balancing Visitor Use with 

Resource Protection



Things to consider
(both for the present & future)

• Determine what you want to 
protect. (i.e. conservation values - rare 
species, vistas, agricultural)



Things to consider
(both for the present & future)

• Determine threats to 
what you want to 
protect. (both natural and 
man-made – fire, invasives, 
plant diseases, overgrazing, 
soil compaction by off-road 
vehicles, erosion, litter, 
chemical usage)



Things to consider
(both for the present & future)

• Identify if public access is appropriate 
and how you want to facilitate it.
(signage, trails, parking, maps, types of uses –
walking, kayaking, hunting, fishing, etc.)
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Things to consider 
(both for the present & future)

• Determine what you want to protect.

• Determine threats to what you want to 
protect.

• Identify if public access is appropriate 
and how you want to facilitate it.



Benefits of Public Access
• Increases visibility of land trust
• Users of the land are the best stewards
• Gain more volunteers
• Increase membership levels
• If part of mission, helps validate the purpose of 

land trust is being upheld
• Provides educational opportunities
• Improves quality of a community
• Reconnects people with the natural resources 

they depend upon



Examples of Public Access Maps





















Trail Creation & Land Management











Resources
• Buzzards Bay National Estuary Program (for Buzzards 

Bay Watershed Land Trusts)
Mapping Assistance: Sarah Williams 508-291-3625 x13, 

sarah.williams@state.ma.us
• Cape Cod Commission (for Barnstable County Land 

Trusts)
Anne Reynolds, GIS Assistance, 508-362-3828, 

areynolds@capecodcommission.org
Heather McElroy, Cape Cod Pathways, 508-362-3828, 

hmcelroy@capecodcommission.org
Barnstable County AmeriCorps Cape Cod Program, 

http://www.rdoac.org/americorps/, 508-375-6869

mailto:sarah.williams@state.ma.us
mailto:areynolds@capecodcommission.org
mailto:hmcelroy@capecodcommission.org
http://www.rdoac.org/americorps/


Contact Info of Presenters
• John Gould, The 300 Committee – 508-540-5779, 

jhgould@comcast.net
• Ryan Mann, Harwich Conservation Trust – 508-432-

3997, hctryan@cape.com
• Kris Ramsay, Orleans Conservation Trust – 508-362-

3422, compactk@cape.com
• Craig Schneeberger, Chatham Conservation Foundation 

– 774-212-2528, skierhiker@hotmail.com
• Sarah Storer-Rickson, Dartmouth Natural Resources 

Trust – 508-991-2289, sarah@dnrt.com
• Heidi Blythe, Coalition for Buzzards Bay & Wareham 

Land Trust – 508-999-6363 x213; 508-295-0211 
blythe@savebuzzardsbay.org


	Land Management Roundtable: Balancing Visitor Use with Resource Protection
	Things to consider �(both for the present & future)
	Things to consider �(both for the present & future)
	Things to consider �(both for the present & future)
	Things to consider �(both for the present & future)
	Benefits of Public Access
	Examples of Public Access Maps
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Trail Creation & Land Management
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Resources
	Contact Info of Presenters

